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course of things the purport of most Ministerial
schemes does happen to get known in political society
somehow, and gives a subject of discussion to the
clubs and the dinner tables for days and days before
the authoritative exposition is made. In this case,
however, the secret, although in the keeping of more
than thirty men, was not allowed to get out to the
public anywhere, and conjecture was busy as to
what the new measure was to be even in the
House of Commons itself on the very day when
Lord John Russell was to make his statement. It
was thought of the utmost importance by Grey and
Russell and their colleagues that the opponents of
Reform should not have an opportunity of tearing the
Bill in pieces, or rather rending it by pieces, before
the full Ministerial statement could be brought under
the attention of the public. It must be remembered
that in the House of Commons there were a good
many anti-reformers not to be found on the benches
of the Tory opposition. Many a professed Liberal,
who, if once the public outside showed a deter-
mination to accept the Bill, would not have ventured
to say a word against it, might yet have grasped at
any chance of decrying certain of its details and
turning attention away from its main purpose if he
could have known beforehand what the precise con-
tents of the measure were to be. Some particular
clause, weak or positively defective in itself, some
clause which in the course of the parliamentary
proceedings could easily have been amended as the
Bill passed through Committee, might have been
made the means of creating a premature, irrelevant,